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WHEREAS, there has hitherto been no 
general code of practice for the use of li- 
brary classifiers, embodying the principles 
of classifying books and codifying the gath- 
ered experience of expert classifiers; and 

WHEREAS, such a code may be of ser- 
vice in connection with any recognized 
system of classification or notation : 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the A. L. A. Cata- 
log Round Table, in conference assembled, 
that the Executive board of the American 
library association be advised and re- 
quested to appoint a Committee (1) to con- 
sider the advisability, practicability and 
mode of procedure of compiling an official 
code for classifiers; (2) to report at an 
early date to the Executive board; and (3) 
to be empowered by the Executive board to 
take such further steps as shall be deemed 
best. 

The question of an exchange of public 
documents between the United States and 
Canada which was referred to the Execu- 
tive board by Council was brought up, 
and it was voted to refer this matter in 
turn to the Committee on international 
relations. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 

There have been two meetings of Coun- 
cil during the present Conference. The 
subject of affiliation of state library associ- 
ations with the A. L. A. was discussed at 
the first meeting and Miss Tyler, Chairman 
of the special committee, reviewed the 
work accomplished, outlined its present 
status and presented the following reso- 
lutions, which were adopted: 

RESOLVED: That Council favors soma 
form of connection or federation of the 
state and provincial associations with the 
A. L. A. and recommends that the Com- 
mittee on relations of the A. L. A. to state 
associations continue their investigation 
and present a tentative basis for such 
connection at the mid-winter meeting of 
Council. 

RESOLVED: That Council recommends; 
to the Program committee the inclusion 
in the A. L. A. conference program for 
1912 of a round table of the officers and 
representatives of state and provincial li- 
brary associations for the discussion of 
topics relating to such organizations as 
suggested by the A. L. A. Committee in 
its report to the January, 1911, meeting of 
Council in Chicago and subsequent meet- 
ings, and that the secretary notify the 



various organizations of the proposed 
meeting. 

The expression was voiced that there 
should be such geographical distribution of 
members of the Council as to strengthen 
both the A. L. A. and state associations. 

The application of the Special libraries 
association for affiliation with the A. L. A. 
which had been carried over from the mid- 
winter meeting, came before Council. After 
discussion it was voted that Council grant 
the request for affiliation of the Special 
libraries association subject to the con- 
ditions now governing this relationship, 
and those which may be adopted hereafter, 
and that a committee of three be ap- 
pointed by the Chair to formulate the con- 
ditions of affiliation for all except local, 
state and provincial associations. The 
Chair appointed by this Committee: Dr. 
Herbert Putnam, Miss Mary F. Isom and 
Mr. C. W. Andrews. 

Mr. Bowker spoke on the subject of 
printed cards, calling attention to recent 
work in Germany, Belgium and other 
countries of Europe, and expressing the 
belief that some effort should be made to 
induce foreign countries to supplement, not 
duplicate, our work, that it would probably 
be desirable for each country to have its 
own code, as catalogers are reluctant to 
give up their own methods, but that an 
international committee on Code would be 
able to fuse many particular items. 

It was voted that a committee of five be 
appointed by the Chair to promote and 
co-operate in the development of printed 
catalog cards in relation with international 
arrangements. The Chair appointed the 
following committee: Messrs. W. C. Lane, 
C. W. Andrews, C. H. Hastings, E. H. An- 
derson and J. C. M. Hanson. 

A letter was read from Mr. Ranck rel- 
ative to the lighting and ventilation of 
libraries, expressing the hope that some- 
thing might be done by the association to 
secure a scientific and satisfactory stand- 
ard. It was voted to refer this matter as a 
special topic to the mid-winter meetings 
and to appoint a special committee to se- 
cure information, literature, etc., on the 
subject. The Chair appointed on this com- 
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mittee Mr. Ranck, with power to complete 
the committee. 

At the second meeting of Council, Mr. 
Andrews presented the matter of a munic- 
ipal year-book, and offered the following 
resolution which was adopted: 

RESOLVED, that in the opinion of Coun- 
cil the interest shown by library users in 
municipal affairs is already great, and is 
constantly increasing, and that an annual 
publication which should furnish accurate 
and carefully edited information on these 
subjects would meet a real need. 

Mr. Bowker in behalf of the committee 
appointed at the first meeting of Council 
offered the following resolution, which it 
was voted to present for action at the next 
general session of the association. 

RESOLVED: That the American library 
association in Conference at Pasadena, Cal- 
ifornia, May 24, 1911, records a strong 
protest against the return of state libra- 
rianship or other library positions to the 
spoils system; when changes are made in 
such posts it holds that the test of motive 
in removals is the test of fitness in ap- 
pointments and partisan political service 
affords no evidence of capability for li- 
brary administration. The education of the 
people through libraries and schools should 
be far removed from partisanship and ap- 
pointments therein should be based solely 
on merit and fitness, and this is true in 
largest measure in the important office of 
state librarian where experience and ef- 
ficiency serve the people of the whole state. 

RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the 
Association be directed to send a copy of 
this Minute to Governor Harmon of Ohio. 

At this meeting Council elected the 
following persons as members of the Coun- 
cil for a term of five years each: Mr. J. 
L. Gillis, Mr. E. O. S. Scholefield, Mr. G. 
H. Locke, Miss Grace D. Rose and Miss 
Clara F. Baldwin. 

Mr. Godard presented the following com- 
munication and resolutions: 

As many librarians are seriously handi- 
capped in their reference work through 
lack of definite information as to what 
publications have been issued by the sev- 
eral departments at Washington, until the 
receipt of the monthly catalog of govern- 
ment publications, which is not published 
until several weeks after the period cov- 
ered by each issue, it is 



RESOLVED, that the Superintendent of 
Documents be respectfully urged to publish 
if possible a daily or weekly check list 
of all such government publications issued 
by the several departments at Washington, 
that through such a check list librarians 
may be informed concerning the many 
documents and reports now called for hav- 
ing been mentioned in the daily press; 
and that we believe this early information 
should be regularly supplied to depository 
libraries also. 

At a time when the advantages of reci- 
procity in trade have been recognized by 
the United States and Canada, it is ap- 
propriate that steps should be taken to 
bring about something in the nature of 
reciprocity in public documents; as the 
government of the United States issues 
annually a large number of public docu- 
ments that would be of service to Cana- 
dian public libraries; and similarly as the 
government of the Dominion of Canada 
issues many publications that would be 
of value to the United States: 

RESOLVED, that representations be 
made to the two governments looking 
toward the adoption of some plan by which 
the Superintendent of Documents at Wash- 
ington, or some other official, could be 
made an agent for the distribution of 
Canadian public documents to American 
libraries and the King's Printer at Ottawa 
an agent for the distribution of United 
States government documents to Canadian 
libraries. 

It was voted that Council heartily ap- 
proves the suggestion relating to the recip- 
rocal exchange of public documents be- 
tween the United States and Canada and 
that the matter be referred to the Execu- 
tive board. 

Miss Marvin, in behalf of the special 
committee appointed at the first meeting 
of Council, reported that the special com- 
mittee appointed to consider the petition 
of librarians of agricultural libraries ap- 
proved their petition and recommended 
that they be received as a section of the 
A. L. A. It was thereupon voted that an 
agricultural libraries section be created. 

Mr. ANDREWS: I move the acceptance 
of the report and the adoption of the reso- 
lution of Mr. Bowker in regard to the ap- 
pointment of librarians. 

Mr. HILL: I will second it with the added 
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recommendation that that matter be re- 
ferred to the Executive board. 

The motion was carried. 

The CHAIRMAN: We will now hear the 
report of the tellers of election, from the 
Secretary. 



REPORT OF THE TELLERS OF 
ELECTION 

For President: Votes 
Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf, Buffalo 115 

For 1st Vice-President: 
Henry E. Legler, Chicago 116 

For 2d Vice-President: 

Mary W. Plummer, New York 112 

For Executive board: 

C. W. Andrews 116 

Linda A. Eastman 116 

For Members of the Council: 

Chalmers Hadley 116 

Mary L. Titcomb 121 

Sarah B. Askew Ill 

A. S. Root 115 

Minnie M. Oakley 120 

For Trustee of Endowment fund: 

W. W. Appleton 115 

M. J. FERGUSON, 
JOHN F. PHELAN, 

Tellers of Election. 

The CHAIRMAN: It affords me, person- 
ally, a great deal of pleasure to officially an- 
nounce that Mrs. Elmendorf is to be at the 
head of our organization next year, and in- 
asmuch as she has been informed by tele- 
graph of the result I am indeed glad to 
read to the Association a telegram from 
her. Her telegram was sent to the chief 
of the Buffalo public library, who has 
handed it to me. It reads as follows, — 

"Thank you. Say to the association, 'Now 
is the time for all good men and true to 
come to the aid of the party.' " 

Mr. HILL: Madam President, the good 
men and true will come to her aid. 

The CHAIRMAN: In the absence of Mrs. 
Elmendorf, which is, of course, very great- 
ly regretted by all of us, I will ask the first 
vice-president, Mr. Legler, to come to the 
platform. 

(Mr. Legler comes to the platform.) 



Inasmuch as Mr. Legler personally rep- 
resents the new officers that the associ- 
ation has been pleased to elect, I wish to 
present to the Association the first vice- 
president, who will accept the gavel from 
the presiding officer of the day on behalf 
of the newly elected president. 

Mr. LEGLER: Madam Chairman and 
members of the Association: If the sun 
were in the heavens, no dim star of minor 
magnitude would be visible to you this 
afternoon. It is with all humility that I 
take this gavel on behalf of Mrs. Elmen- 
dorf and I wish to assure the Association 
that as far as one insignificant mem- 
ber of her official family can contribute 
to that end her leadership will 
receive enthusiastic support. New and 
important opportunities have come to li- 
braries. We realize that the economic con- 
ditions of to-day are bringing many complex 
problems for consideration and that their 
solution is vitally interwoven with the work 
of public libraries; that what we are do- 
ing is not an end in itself, but a means to 
an end, and that we can contribute much 
by placing the facts bearing on these prob- 
lems before the large body of people, and 
their governing officials, to aid in the right 
solution of these problems. Thus, through 
the best use of its accumulated information 
the library world can take its part in the 
advancement of civilization. 

What is the further pleasure of the 
Association? If there is nothing further, I 
hereby declare this, the Thirty-third An- 
nual Conference of the American library 
association, adjourned. 

Adjourned. 



THE SOCIAL SIDE OF THE CONFER- 
ENCE 

One speaks of the social side, but in real- 
ity there was no definite side; the social 
thread would be more nearly correct, for 
those things which make for sociability 
wound through all the days, and sometimes 
the nights. 

This thread was of various colors, ac- 
cording to its source, and of various thick- 



